The Great Shang City
should be made about the weather and travelling conditions,
just as we consult our weather-forecasts and guides.
When the oracle answered, the replies were inscribed on used bones as a kind of attestation. These have provided much information about the Shang civilisation. Later, questions                       j
and answers were recorded in books', but these have not been preserved. Chinese scholars have' listed the most important questions put to the celestial powers. One of these lists is given by Creel: ,
1.  Sacrifices: To which spirits should sacrifices be made? When, what animals, of what colour and how many ?
2.  Information to be laid before the spirits: The enemy's misdeeds, the number he has killed and taken prisoner so that the spirits might intervene and punish him.
3.  Concerning official banquets(P)
4.  Journeys and the stages thereof: If the date is favourable and where halts should be made.
5.  Hunting and fishing: If the date is favourable and where this should be done.   As the oracle could only answer "yes" or "no" the places had to be named one after the other (rather like our table-rapping procedure).
6.  War: When should an army be sent out and at what strength?   Must the enemy be sought out in open country or must the army remain on the defensive?
7.  The crops: What quantity of the various cereals could be expected?   What amount of alcohol?   General harvest forecasts.
8.  Rain, snow and wind.
9.  Fine weather, especially when would the weather improve again after a storm?
.10. Sickness and its remedies.
'    ii. The ten-day week: Will it be favourable or unfavourable?
12. Miscellaneous.
This  list does not claim to be complete,  of course, and questions such as "If the king goes out hunting today, will hettle thing? Very well, then, I'll conquer it by myself."2 One tortoise-shell sufficed for a whole series of questions and was frequently used when the king was travelling. It is natural that enquiries
